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PARENT FORUM MEETING MINUTES
Friday 18 July 2.30pm

Present: Julie Puxley (KS) Kate Brown (KS)
Sarah Steer Gosia Henik
Christina Hammond Samantha Mills
Maddie Dodsworth Catherine Tylke

Apologies
Apologies were received from Madi Wilkie & Emilie Fisset

Discussion relating to recent homework survey

We also discussed current homework arrangements with parents. Parents of younger children
shared that they find the weekly home learning letter particularly helpful, as it gives them
insight into what their child has been learning and highlights key areas to practise—especially
phonics, sounds, and spellings. Feedback suggested that this, along with regular reading,
provides enough homework. Most parents indicated they do not have the time to complete the
additional optional activities and felt that the current approach strikes a good balance.

In the junior school, parents shared that they would prefer regular, manageable homework
tasks rather than large, long-term projects—although it was acknowledged that some children
do enjoy these. Many parents noted that fitting homework into busy family routines can be
challenging, and that children often only complete tasks when supervised. The general
preference was for specific, focused activities such as spelling practice and times tables, which
are easier to manage and more effective for reinforcing learning.

For Year 6, parents expressed that they really value the homework booklets the children work
through regularly. These booklets help establish a consistent routine, which parents felt was
important in preparing children for the expectations of secondary school. The SATs-focused
materials also provide structured practice, and parents agreed that this format works well to
support both revision and independent learning.

Fundraising and specifically Christmas events

During the meeting, the group discussed the upcoming Christmas Fayre as part of the school’s
fundraising efforts. Several parents shared that they find the fayre overwhelming, noisy, and a
significant effort during an already busy time of year. School staff echoed these sentiments,
noting that the Summer Fayre tends to be much more enjoyable due to its outdoor setting and
more relaxed atmosphere.

In light of this, school staff proposed an alternative approach: holding festive activities during
the school day, with parents making a financial contribution to support them. It was suggested
that this contribution would likely be less than what parents typically spend when supporting
the traditional fayre, which often includes providing raffle prizes, jars, and bottles.
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One parent raised a concern about whether this new approach would generate enough funds.
However, school staff were optimistic that if most parents were happy to contribute to one of
the proposed packages, sufficient funds could still be raised. This change is also expected to
ease the load on families, as they would no longer be asked to donate multiple items or attend a
crowded event.

The school will now work on developing the details of the festive activity packages and will
consult with parents on contribution options. A final decision will be made at the next meeting.

Update to Sports Day for next year

Following feedback from last year, the school will schedule next year’s Sports Day earlier in the
summer term—ideally in late May or early June—to hopefully ensure slightly cooler
temperatures. Sports Day will now be held on separate mornings for the Infant and

Junior schools, starting first thing in the day so that activities can be completed before
temperatures rise. This change is also designed to support parents, as we understand it’s often
easier to accommodate a short visit in the morning rather than needing to take a full day off
work.

Smart Phone free childhood

We received an update from Catherine Tylke regarding the Smartphone-Free Childhood
initiative. The movement is continuing to gain momentum, with all local schools now on board.
It was encouraging to hear about the growing support, and we look forward to receiving more
detailed information from the team during the Autumn term.
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