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Handwriting

At Katherine Semar School, we believe that legible, economical handwriting is an essential tool
that facilitates the entire manual writing activities children and adults undertake. We aim to
teach the children to write in a style that enables the letters to be joined up easily. If they find
the physical act of scribing achieving and comfortable, they will be likely to develop into
confident effective writers.

To ensure we achieve this we:

e Regularly and consistently teach handwriting in all year groups.
e Have the highest expectations of all children
e |ead by example

Penpals Scheme

At Katherine Semar School we use the Penpals handwriting scheme across the school. Along
term plan ( appendix 1) shows what is taught and when.

The agreed letter formations are:

abcdefghijklmnopqgrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUYV
WXY/Z

The blue letters touch the top line.

abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, S e~

The letters stay within the middle lines.

""" bcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz




Early years Handwriting:
Ready to Write

Consistent routines are taught to support a comfortable writing position and enable children to
form letters legibly and to develop fluency.

These routines focus on posture, pencil grip , paper position and pencil pressure.

A ‘Ready to Write’ poster (appendix 2) is displayed in each classroom which is supported by a
more detailed diagrammatic explanation.

In addition, a visual is used to support the development of a tripod pencil grip (appendix 3)

Early Learning Goals:

e Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing — using the tripod grip in almost all
cases;
e Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;

What does the practitioner need to do?

e Provide ample opportunities for children to continue to develop their fine and gross
motor control;

e Provide a broad and varied range of materials to allow children to experiment with mark-
making;

e Provide a range of thick, thin and triangular shaped pencils for the children to use,
including ergonomic graphite pencils ;

e Allow children to naturally develop a preference to holding a writing implement in one
hand;

e |ntervene to help children hold a pencil effectively, use pencil grips to support this
where necessary;

e |ntroduce children to the correct letter formation as they are introduced to letter sounds
and names in phonics using letter formation ditties;

e Provide multi-sensory opportunities for children to learn and reinforce letter formation;

e |ntroduce children to lower case letters and upper case letters;

e Introduce children to the term ‘ascender’ and ‘descender’ to describe aspects of letter
formation;

e Provide extensive, inviting, opportunities for the children to apply their developing
handwriting skills to child-initiated writing opportunities;

e Move children from writing on blank paper to writing on lines as is developmentally
appropriate;

e Teach children to sit appropriately when writing;

e Support children to place and hold their book/paper appropriately to allow them to write
effectively.



Key Stage One Handwriting:
Key Stage 1 —working at the expected standard

e ‘usethe diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters in some of their writing

e write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and
to lower case letters

e use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.’

Key Stage 1 —working at greater depth within the expected standard
e ‘usethe diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters in most of their writing.’
What does the practitioner need to do?

e Provide ample opportunities for children to continue to develop their fine and gross
motor control;

e Provide a range of thick, thin and triangular shaped pencils for the children to use,
including ergonomic graphite pencils ;

e Teach children to sit appropriately when writing;

e Reinforce letter formation using the Katherine Semar letter formation catchphrases;

e |ntervene to help children hold a pencil effectively, use pencil grips to support this
where necessary;

e Teach children to form letters of regular size and shape;

e Teach children to start and finish letters correctly;

e Introduce children to the term ‘ascender’ and ‘descender’ to describe aspects of letter
formation;

e Teach children to put regular spaces between letters and words;

e Teach children to form lower — and upper-case letters;

e Begin to teach children how to join letters.

o Wherever possible, provide children with appropriately sized lines to write on.

Introducing joining

We introduce joined up writing as soon as possible once children are secure in the movements
of each letter, usually summer term in Year 1. When teaching joined handwriting, we distinguish
between the letters that join with a diagonal line, those that join with a horizontal line and those
which do not join. These are taught progressively using the Penpal scheme (appendix 4)

Handwriting Hero

In each Early Years and Key Stage 1 class a ‘Handwriting Hero’ will be chosen weekly. This is a
child who has worked particularly hard on a specific aspect of their handwriting and shown a
significant improvement. They will receive a certificate a have their work displayed in the
classroom.

Key Stage Two Handwriting:

Key Stage 2 — working at the expected standard



e ‘maintain legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting through choosing whether or not to join
specific letters.’

What does the practitioner need to do?

e Reinforce correct letter formation, ensuring consistency of size and shape;

e Remind children to hold a pencil effectively, use pencil grips to support this where
necessary;

e Use the term ‘ascender’ and ‘descender’ to describe aspects of letter formation;

e Reinforce regular spaces between letters and words;

e Systematically teach and reinforce correct joining patterns These are taught
progressively using the Penpal scheme ( appendix 4)

o Wherever possible, provide children with appropriately sized lines to write on.

Pen Licences

A pen licence should be issued once children have met the following criteria for their
handwriting with a pencil:

e Consistent letter size
o ascenders and descenders need to be a suitable size and consistently formed.
o Letters should not vary in height within a word or across a piece of writing.
o Letters/words should be consistently angled —i.e. some words shouldn’t slant
when others don’t or words start to slant in a piece of writing.
o Consistent letter formation
o this needs to be for all letters and letters should be formed as set out in this
document.
e Joined
o joins to be consistently used and for all letters that need to be joined.
o thejoinsthemselves need to be correctly positioned and consistently sized.
e legible
o joined handwriting needs to be readable.
o allthe above should lead to legible writing.
e (Good presentation of written work
o no scribbling out or additional marks (however crossing out neatly with a line
and ruler is acceptable).
o care is taken to underline the date and LO and follow DUMTUMS.
o teacher expectations for presentation are followed in written work.

It should be noted that some styles of handwriting will be judged to be ‘neater’ than others but
still base your judgments on the above criteria.

In Year 3, the children are given a red sticker that is called a Provisional Pen Licence. This should
be stuck in their English books. Children need to understand that teachers will be considering
their writing in all their books.

Children should be given a tick on the pen license label when they demonstrate and sustain the
criteria above in a longer end of unit piece of English writing (or longer piece of writing in another
subject) alongside being able to consistently demonstrate the criteria in their day to day writing.



Once all three boxes are ticked, the children are awarded a pen licence. A green sticker is
placed over the provisional licence sticker and the date is included. The children are given a
named pen.

The green pen licence sticker also has three boxes. If children stop meeting any of the criteria
above, in any writing

e warnthem that they may receive a cross on their pen license and talk to them about
what they need to work on.

e Remind them over the course of a week then add a cross if no improvements are made.

e | eave aweek forimprovements to be made with further reminders and if improvements
continue to not be made add another cross.

e Repeatthis process and if the children receive three red crosses they lose their pen
license and should be issued with a new provisional pen license.

e The process starts again.

Children in Year 6 should all be issued a pen from the start of year.

Types of pens

Children should only write in black. They may use their own pens but these must be fibre tipped
pens or gel pens and not biros. Erasable pens should not be used.

Left-Handed Children

These children are noted, and given guidance to ease the process of writing, by the
implementation of these simple strategies:

e They are seated on the left of right-handed children, so their arms do not clash;

e Their paperis tilted clockwise so they can see what they have written;

e To avoid smudging their work, they are encouraged to position their fingers about 1.5cm
away from the end of their writing implement.

Children experiencing handwriting difficulties

Pupils who need support have access to appropriate resources and equipment to enable them
to make progress in handwriting in line with their peers e.g. pencil grips, paper positioning mat,
different grade pencil (e.g. 2B if writing is very light), line width adaptation, theraputty...

Teacher’s seek advice form the English Leaders and /or SENCo when further adaptations or
supportis required

The Learning Environment

We understand that in order to aspire to and achieve the highest standards in handwriting,
children need to be surrounded by excellent models.

e Adults will endeavour to provide the best possible models of handwriting in classroom
displays, modelled writing and marking.



Although the use of creative fonts is encouraged for display purposes, it is expected that
the majority of classroom signs, labels and text will demonstrate the agreed Penpals
script as appropriate for the age of the children. This font should be available on all
school PCs/laptops and is called ‘Sasoon Penpals Joined’.

Learning labels, worksheets and text printed for exercise books will wherever possible
demonstrate the agreed Penpals font.

Presentation

Date and LO - Infants

Learning stickers or printed on the top of the worksheet.
They may write the short date in their guided reading, handwriting or phonics.

Date and LO - Juniors

Children need to be taught DUMTUMS to help them set out the date and learning
objective for each piece of work.

The date should not start on the top line but the second line down. This ensures the date
is not written in the large white space at the top of a lined page.

Children should record the short date in maths and spelling/spelling test books and
record the long date in all other books.

D -Date

U -Underline

M - Miss a line

T -Title (learning objective)

U -Underline

M - Miss a line

S - Start

General presentation

Highlighting - When children need to find specific words in a text as part of activity and a
teacher requires them to use different colours, they should not usually use highlighters
as itis difficult for children them to achieve a high level of presentation. Instead,
children should underline words with a ruler in coloured pencils and a key should be
used. Highlighters may be used in comprehension task to help children identify answers
in a text.

Labelling - When labelling, children should always draw straight lines with a ruler and
use a pencil e.g. labelling features in a model text/map/diagram.

Bullet points - Children need to be taught that bullet points should be placed in the
margin halfway between the top and bottom line and should be no larger than a full
stop.



Punctuation - Children need to be taught to form punctuation correctly and ensure it is
the correct size and orientation e.g. commas angled the correct way, inverted commas
to be two straight lines (no circular part).

Worksheets

Worksheets need to be stuck in straight using the lines on the pages (including maths) to
help them line up the sheets.

Children should not fold worksheets unless necessary (e.g. A3 sheet or an unusual
shape) — make sure they are trimmed to fit into books.

Children should only write alongside a sheet if this follows teacher instruction (e.g. a
knowledge strip) otherwise they should write underneath a sheet.

Rubbers

Rubbers should not routinely be used by pupils. They should be encouraged to neatly
cross out their written errors and to understand that incorrect workings in maths are part
of their learning. They should neatly put a diagonal line in pencil through any incorrect
workings in maths.

There may be exceptions where rubbers can be used e.g. for younger children, for shape
work in maths and in art.

Absence

If children leave during a lesson they should write in the margin (or under their work in maths) in
normal pen/pencil what they have gone out for e.g. gala, music lesson.

If children have been absent for a lesson the teachers do not need to record this. However if a
sheet needs to be stuck into a book for later reference e.g. model text this should be stuck in
and ‘Absent’ written on the sheet.

Self-marking and editing

Guidelines for children marking and editing their own work can be found in the feedback policy.

Maths specific presentation

One digit per box
New day, new page
Ensure |, & and 9 are straight — especially when modelling and recording

No margins

Unless specific space provided, calculations should be carried out in books, not on
worksheets

Do not rule off between sections or at the end of a day.

When numbering questions, put a bracket or a dot after the number (do not circle the
number)

Children should use normal handwriting in maths, using the line at the bottom of the
squares to write on.



Exemplification of presentation in Maths can be seen below.
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Key Stage 2







Appendix 1

Scope and sequence

Units infroducing new letters or joins are flagged with coloured dots.

Foundation 1/3-5 years

Developing gross motor skills

1  Whale-body responses to the language of movernent
2  large movernents with equipmeant

3 large movements with malleable materials

4  Body responses to music

Developing fine motor skills
5 Haond and finger play

23

24

@25
26
27

& Making and modeliing )
7 Messy play 30
8 Links o art a1
9 Using one-handed focls and equipment
10 Hond responses fo music

® 32
Developing patterns 33

11 Fattem-making

12 Investigating dots

13 Investigating straight lines and crosses

14 Investigating circles

15 Investigating curves, loops and wawes

16 Investigating joined straight lines and angled pattemns
17 Investigating eights and spirals

%)
35
36

Foundation 2/Primary 1 1

Practising all the long-egged giraffe and one-armed robot
lettars
Reviewing all the longrlegged giraffe and one-armed robot
lettars

Term 3

Introducing curly caterpillar letters: ¢

Practising curly caterpillar letters: a. d

Practising curly caterpillar letters: o, s

Practising curly caterpillar letters: q. q

Practising curly caterpillar letters: e, _f

Practising all the curly caterpillar letters: ¢, a. €, 0.5, . g, &,
Practising all the curly caterpillar, longlegged giraffe and
one-armed robot letters

Infroducing zig-zog monster letters: z

Practising zig-rag monster letters: v, w. x

Practising all the zig-zag monsher letters: 2, v, w. x

Practising all the curly caferpillar and zig-zog monster lethars
Rewviewing all the curly coterpillar and zig-zog monstar leffars

Year 1/Primary 2

Term 1

Fractising long-legged giraffe lefters

2 Writing words with 1l
Term 1 ® 3 Introducing capitals for longdegged giraffe letters
,j.! SDT?l!sight lines and crosses 4 Practising one-armed robot letters
3 Circles 5 Practising long-legged giraffe lefters and one-armed robot
4 Waves latiors
5 Loops and bridges @ 46 Introducing capifals for one-armed obof letters
& Joined stroight lines 7 Practising curly caterpillar letters
7 Angled patterns B Writing words with double ff
g ;Ehflﬁ 9 Writing words with double 55
ircils ; : i
10 Left-fo-ight orientation ® 10 Introducing capitals for curly caterpillar letiers
11 Mix of patferns Term 2
12 Rewiew of patterns 11 Practising long-legged giraffe letters, one-armed obot
Term 2 letters and cury catergillar letters
@ 13 Introducing long-legged giraffe lefters: | 12 Practising zig-zag monster letters
14 Practising long-egged giraffe lefters: L, { 13 Writing words with double zz
15 Practising long-egged girafie lefters: U, t 14 Mixing all the letter families
16 Practising long-legged giroffe lefters: .y ) 15 Practising all the capital letiars
17 Pmc:hsm_g all the longdegged giraffe lefters: LLL Wy 16 Practising all the numbers 0-9
® 18 Infreducing one-crmed robaot lefters: r 17 Wit rels with ok and
19 Practising one-armed robot letters: b, n INQ worcs crand qu _
20 Practising one-armed robaot letters: b, m 18 Practising long vowel phonemes: al. igh. oo
21 Practising one-armed robot letters: Néf?g 19 Pracfising vowels with adjaocent consonants: ee, og, 0o
22 Practising all the one-armed robot lefters: r, b, n, b, m, b p 20 End-oftarm check

Term 3

21
22
23
24
825
26
e 27
28
e 2%
an

Numibers 10-20: spocing

Practising ch unjoined

Introducing diagonal join to ascender: ch
Practising ai unjoined

Introducing diogonal join, no ascender: al
Practising wh unjoined

Introducing horizontal join to ascender: wh
Practising ow unjoined

Introducing horizontal join, no ascender: ow
Assessment

Year 2/Primary 3

Term 1

L X X
B A

10

Practising diogonal join to ascender: th, ch
Practising diaogonal join, no ascender: ai, ay
Practising diagonal join, no ascender: ir, er
Practising horizontal join to ascender: wh, oh
Practising horzontal join. no ascender: ow, ou
Introducing diogonal join to e: ie, we
Intreducing horzonfal join to e: ce, ve
Introducing es

Practising diagonal join, no ascender: le
Writing numioers 1-100

Term 2

eon
12
13
94
15
[ B[]

Infreducing diagonal join fo anficlockwise lefters: ea
Practising diogonal join to anficlockwise letters: igh
Practising diogonal join to anficlockwise lethers: dg. ng
Infreducing horizontal join fo anficlockwise laters: oo, oa
Practising horizonial join fo anficlockwise letters: wa, wo
Introducing mixed joins for three letters: air, ear
Practising mixed joins for three lefters: oor, our
Practising mixed joins for three letters: ing

Sizer and spacing

End-offarm chack

Term 3

21

BOoRERR

BEkYy

Building on diagonal join to ascender: ck, al, el, at, il, ill
Building on diagonal join, no ascender: wi, ey, aw, ur, an, ip
Building on horizental join fo ascender: ok, ot, ob, o
Building on horizental join, no ascender: oi, oy, mcﬂ: av
Building on diagonal join fo anficlockwise letters: ed, cc. eq.
ic. ad. ug, dd, ag

Building on horizontal join fo anficlockwise lefters: ot, oy, o,
v, o

Infroducing joins fo s: as. es, is, o3, ws, ng, da, ls, ts, ka
Practising joining ed and ing

Assessment

Capitals



Year 3/Primary 4

Term 1
1 Practising joining through a word in stages: no ascenders
of descenders
2 Practising joining through a word in stages: panallel ascenders
® 3 Introducing joining from s to ascender: sh, s, st, sk
@ 4 Infroducing joining from s, no ascender: sw, si, se, sm, sn, 5,
su
@ 5 Introducing joining from s to an anficlockwise lefter: q, s,
[ 1] Inhé-%ucinsganining frorn r to an ascender: rb, rh ek, f it
@7 Introducing joining from 1. no ascender: i, i, m. rp
® 8 Introducing joining from r to an anticlockwise lether: ra, rd,
L PO
® 9 Introducing joining from r fo e: are, ere, wre, ore, ire
@ 10 Introducing break lefters: g, |, y.f. bpxz
Term 2
® 11 Introducing joining to f: if, ef af of
® 12 Introducing joining frem f 1o an ascender: fl. ft
® 13 Introducing joining from f no ascender: ﬁ,fugﬁgfy
® 14 Infroducing joining from f fo an anficlockwise Ietter: fo. fa
® 15 Infroducing ff
® 15 Introducing rr
® 17 Introducing =4
@ 18 Introducing
19 Rewvising pardllel ascenders and descenders
20 End-ofderm check
Term 3
21 Rewvising joins: letter spacing
22 Revising joins: spacing between words
23 Revising joins: consistency of size
24 Revising joins: flusncy
25 Revising joins: ponallel ascenders
26 Revising joins: panallel ascenders and descenders
27 Rewising horizontal join from r to an anticlockwise lettar: rs
28 Revising break letters
29 Assessment
30 Revising capital letiers
Year 4/Primary 5
Term 1
® 1 Introducing diogonal join from p ond b to ascender: ph, pl,
® 2 Introducing diogonal join from p and b, no ascender: by, b,
OE; pd, od, 08
® 3 Introducing diogonal join from p and b fo an anticlockwise
letler: pa, po. ps, ba, bo, hs
4 Revising parallel oscenders and descenders: bb, pp
5 Break letters: . z
& Spocing in common exception words
7 Consistent size of letters
8 Relative size of capitals
9 Speed and fluency
10 End-ofterm chack

Term 2

Rewvising parallel ascenders

Revising parallel ascenders and break letters
Relative sizes of letters

Proportion of letiers

Spocing between lattars

Spocing between words

Writing at speed

Irmproving fluency

Speed and fluency

End-offerm chack

Term 3

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
9
a0

Consistency of size

Proportion

Spocing between letters and words
Size, proportion and spacing
Fluency: writing longer words
Speed and fluency

Rewvising break letters

Print alphabet: presentation
Assaessment

Copital letters: presentaficn

Year 5/Primary 6

Term 1

[ B

Introducing sloped wrifing in letter families

2 Practising sloped writing: diogonal join fo ascender: t, sh,
nd, rel, ht, st

3 Practising sloped writing: diogonal join. no ascender: al ai,
KR, &r, &, el

4 Practising sloped writing: diogonal join fo an anficlockwise
lethar: ac. sc, bo, da, eq, ho

5 Practising sloped writing: horzental join fo ascender: wi, wl
i, o, t]T af

& Practising sloped writing: horizontal join, ne ascender: i, oy,
U, O, e

7 Practising sloped writing: horizontal join fo an anficlockwise
lattar: oo, on, wa, wo, v vo

8 Practising sloped writing: joining from r: 1o, re, o,

9 Proctising sloped writing: joining frorn s: o, 5o, 5o, 4 5w, 50

10 End-ofderm check

Term 2

11 Practising sloped writing: proporfion = joining from f fo

12

13
14
15
14
17
18
19
20

ascender: fi

F_’m;:tirsing sloped writing: size - joining from f, no ascender:
fa. fe. fi. fo. fu

Different styles for different purposes: writing a paragraph
Practising sloped writing: speed: 1

Practising sloped writing: speed and legibility: n

Practising sloped writing: size, proportion and spacing: 54
Practising sloped writing: building speed: qu

Different styles for different purposes: decoraftive alphabets
Different styles for diffierent purposes

End-oftarm check

Term 3

21

B

BEEENERER

Sloped writing: proportion. joining p and b fo ascenders: ..'.le'i.
L‘J.. Bl

'Hﬂndwrifing for different purposes: joining from p and b, no
ascender: hu, bi, pe. pu, pi, pi

Practising sloped writing: parallel downstrokes: op, bb
Practising sloped writing: all double letters

Practising sloped writing for speed: tial cial

Practising sloped writing for fluency

Personal style

Handwriting for different punposes: print alphabet
Assessrment

Copitals

Year &/Primary 7

Term 1

L B
ez
83
L X
&5
es
7

8

9

10

Style for speed: crossbar join from t: th t fr, tr
Style for speed: looping from g: gi gi. gr. ga, gy
Style for speed: looping from j and y: je, jo. ye. yr. yo
Style for speed: looping from f

Style for speed: different joins fo s

Style for speed: looping from b

Style for speed: joining from . w, x and 2
Handwriting for different purposes: abbreviations
Spocing between words

End-oi-term check

Term 2

11
12
13
14

15

Impraving handwriting: the importance of consistent sizing
Impraving handwriting: the imporfance of proportion
Improvirg handwriting: the importance of spacing
Impraving handwriting: the importance of consistent sizing
of parallel ascenders and descenders

Irmnpraving handwriting: the importance of closed and open
letters

Impraving handwriting: pen breaks in longer words
Handwriting for different purposes: annotations
Handwriting for different purposes

Cheice of handwrifing tools

End-of-term check

Term 3

21

EEBENER EBEB

Handwriting for different purposes: fastjoined and print
letters

Handwriting for different purposes: note making
Handwriting for different purposes: neat writing
Handwriting for different purposes: print lketters for personal
details

Diffterent styles of writing

Handwriting for different purposes: presentation
Handwriting for different purposes: decorated capitals
Handwriting for different purposes: layout

Assassment

Hardwriting for different purposes: handwriting patterns



Appendix 2

Ready to Write

4
IR

Posture

Pencil

N

Pressure

-~ Do the PENPALS 7 point check! = -.

Are you ready for handwriting? Relax!

Sit up and lean

Are your elbows - slightly forward

off the desk?

Is your body a
fist width away
from the desk?
Are your
feet flat on
the floor?
Are all chair

legs touching
the ground?

Right Handers

Is there a circle
gap between your
thumb and finger?

Is your paper tilted
at a slight angle?

PENPALS
Handwriting
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Appendix 4

Specific information on when and how letters join (from Pen Pals scheme)

Y1

During this year, comect letler lormation should become an automatic habil. Doen't encourage
your child te write too small ar foo quickly. Trying lo enlorce amall handwriting loo soon can lead
to a very cramped style, which is then difficult o make fuent. Al the very end of this year, children
will begin to join some pairs of leflers within a word.

Az g reminder, corect ketter jormafion for Iowercase elters s as follows. The asmows show the dineclion of youwr
child's pencil:

abcdefghijkimn

@pqrstuvwxgz

Copiial ledlevs are lormned os lollows:

ABCDEFGHIJKLMN
PQRSTUVWXY Z

Letier families
¥our child will still be Sinking about the four better families {similar lether shopes gouped togethes bo help children
form lethers consistentty).

Long-egged girae litujy Il LITUJTY

Sne-armed robc rbnhmkp RBENHMKP

Curly caerpiliar cadosgqef  ffas CADOSGQEF
Tig-zog monstar ZTuwx zz ZVWX

Letier combinations ck qu ai igh oo ee od ow ch wh
Joins

Thasa four joins are introduced at the end of the year, so i your child is keen to sar joining, Shen these e
a good pioce ho sarl.

Diogonal join fo oscender dt Diogonal join, no osoendes ai

Hoeizomial join to ascendar wh Morizonial join, no ascender o



Y2

Join

Diagonal join
o ascender

Diagonal join,
no ascender

Horizontal join,

no ascender

Horizontal join,

to ascender

Break letters

Letters in this box

aceilt

acdeikln
tu

These letters do not join: g j X Y Z

To letters in this box

hklt

einry

acdgs

(anficlockwise letters)
einpruvwy

acdgos
(anficlockwise letters)

h

We do not join from these lettersyet: b fp g s r

Joins taught

Ch) ﬂ"‘]‘ Ckl‘ E'{J‘ E‘L d"t! HJ‘ m}
ok, ot, ob, ol

d’i.l' a'y) i'rJ' Er! Le) u’e! ee! [E! ﬂ'r) u’r!
in, wi, ey, aw, an, ip

eq, f{-L dgr ”-9; Edr cc, 39; f"cr ﬂd, UQ;
dd, ag, as, es, o3, ns, ds, is, ls, ts, ks

ow, ou, o€, Ve, or, Cfi: ﬂy: on, ﬂP: av

ov, ou, wa, wo, ot, 0g, od, va, Vo

wh, ch



Y3

During Years 3 and 4, your child will be introduced to the idea of joining most of the letters in a word
and to trickier joins such as joining from r, 5 undf.

As the movement for joins becomes more familiar and fluent, the focus moves o develop a neat and even style by

looking at size and propartion, parallel downwards strokes and spacing.

Diagonal join to ascender (e.g. at)
This join is used to join lefters inthisbox ...

ubcdehik{mnpstu

Diagenal join, no ascender (e.g. da)
This join s used to join lefters inthisbox ...

acdehiklmngstu

Horizontal join, ne ascender (e.g. WD)
This join is used to join lefters inthisbox .. .

forvw

Horizental join to ascender (e.g. oh)
This join is used to join letters in this box . . .

forvw

Break letters
These letters do not join.

gjxyz

to letters in this box.

bfhklt

to letters in this box.
ef_jmnpru vwy

‘acdgoqs

to letters in this box.
eijmnpruvwy

‘acdgoqs

to letters in this box.

bfhklt

These letters do not join yet.
bp

* anficlockwise lelters



During Years 3 and 4, your child will be introduced to the idea of joining most of the lefters in a word
and to trickier joins such as joining from r, 5 andf.

As the movement for joins becomes more familiar and fluent, the focus moves fo develop a neat and even style by
looking at size and proportion, parallel downwards strokes and spacing.

Diagonal join to ascender (e.g. at)
This join is usaed to join lelters inthis box . . .

abcdehiklmnpstu

Diagonali join, no ascender (e.g. da)
This join is used to join lefters inthis box ...

acdehik!mnqstu

Horizontal join, no ascender (e.g. WD)
This join is used to join leftersinthis box . ...

fﬂr’uw

Horizontal join to ascender (e.g. oh)
This join is used to join letters in this box ...

forvw

Break letters
These letters do not join.

gy

to letters in this box.

bfhklt

to lethers in this box.
eijmnpruvwy

‘acdgoqs

to lethers in this box.
e:'jmnpru vwy

'acdgoqs

to lethers in this box.

bfhklt

These letters do not join yet.

X Z

* anficlockwise leters



Y5

This year we are working on a more sloped style to enable speedier writing. All of the letters and
joins taught previously will be revisited to enable your child to practise the slope in familiar contexts.
We will also focus on issues of proportion, size, legibility and different styles for different purposes.

For reference, here ane the lowercase letters in the more sloped style:

abcdefghijklmno

pars tu VWXyz

Capital letfers are written as follows:

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNO
PORSTUVWXY/

Diagonal join to ascender (e.g. at)
This join s used 1o join lethars in this box . _ . to letters in this box.

abcdehiklmnpstu bfhklt

Diagonal join, no ascender (2.9. da)
This join is used lo join ketters in this box ... o lethers in this bosx.

acdehikl’mnqstu eijmnpruvwy

‘acdgnqs

Heorizontal join, no ascender (a.g. WD)

This join is used fo join ketters in this box ...

forvw
Horizontal join to ascender (e.g. o)

This join is used fo join ketters in this box ...

forvw

Break letters
These lethers do not join.

9.y

to letters in fhis o,
e :'_|i mnpruvwy
‘acd gogqgs
to letters in fhis o

bfhklt

These lefters do not join yet.
X z

* anficlockwise leters



Y6

Our emphasis this year is on developing a personal, fast, fluent and legible handwriting style.
Children are given opportunities te practise a range of ways of joining, with the expectation that
they will develop a style that "works' for them. Additionally, children continue to focus on key
issues for legibility and speed as well as styles and writing tools for different purposes.

At the end of this year there may well be a fest belore children begin secondary education. In England the

SATs test for Y& ocours in the Summer Term and handwriting is part of the English test. Although the

farmal English papers don't include a writing test, children's writing will be assessed by their teacher. Pupils will be
asked to write a short piece and as part of this, their handwriting will be ossessed. They should be:

» Producing legible joined handwriting.

» Maintaining legibility, luancy and speed in handwriting by choozing whather or nol o join spacific latters.
Joining letter sets for Y&/ P7

Diagonal join te ascender (e.g. i)

This join is used to join letiers in this box . . . te betters in this box.
abcdehiklmnpstu bfhklt
Diagenal join, no ascender (o.g. di)
Thiz join iz used to join letters in this box . . . to batbars in this box.
abcdehiklmnpqstu eijmnpruvwy
‘acdgoqs
Horizontal join, no ascender (2.g. LW
This join is used to join letiers in this box . . . tex latters in this box.
forvw eijmnpruvwy
‘acdgoqs
Horizontal join to ascender (e.q. o)
Thiz join iz used to join letters in this box . . . to batbars in this box.
qu F U E}f.ﬁ Elt
Personal style
It is possible o expariment with new lether formations and joins 1o develop a personal shie,
Break letters Joins are not usually mode bo o from
Joins are not usually made from these these leflers, but you may wish to iry
leflars, bul you rmiay wish fo iry. thesa shyle varations:
g7y g )y x z x3

Alternative letter shapes and joins

Il M om th va wa * onficlockwise lefters



