
 

History Vocabulary spine   

Early 

Years  

Enquiry:  How have I 

changed since I was a 

baby? 

Enquiry How did 

people in the past see 

at night? 

Enquiry: Why  

did Polly put the kettle 
on?   

  

Enquiry: Did milk 
always come in 
cartons?  
 

Enquiry: How and 
why do castles look 
different to my home?   
Enquiry: How did 
people in castles keep 
warm?  
 

Enquiry: What did 

people who lived in 

castles do for fun? 

 

Enquiry: Why do we 

remember Mary 

Anning? 

 

Historical Concepts:  
Significant events  
Continuity and change 
 

Historical Concepts:  
Sources and evidence  

Continuity and change 

Historical Concepts:  
Sources and evidence  

Continuity and change 

Historical Concepts:  
Continuity and change  

Historical Concepts:  
Significant individuals  

Same   

Different   

Similar   

Change   

Baby   

Toddler   

Child   

Family   

 

Old  

New   

Past   

Present  

Same   

Different   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old  

New   

Past   

Present  

Same   

Different   

  

Caste   

Defence   

Entertainment   

Same   

Different   

Curiosity   

Poor  

Important   



Year One   Enquiry: How has the internet changed 

how children play?  

Enquiry: What has changed over my 

lifetime?  

Enquiry: Why do we remember Wright 

brothers and Amelia Earhart?  

Historical Concepts:  
 Society  

Historical Concepts:  
Significant events  

Historical Concepts:  
Significant individuals  

Travel and exploration  

Museum  

Interactive  

Internet  

Generation  

Modern   

Old  

Timeline   

Lifetime  

Chronology   

Chronological  

Living memory  

Vehicle  

Runway 

Transport  

Pilot  

Pioneer  

Global   

International   

National  

Inspire  

Explore 

Year Two  

  

Enquiry: Why do you think 

Captain Scott is so famous 

today? 

Enquiry: What was  

significant about the actions 

of Grace Darling in 1838?  

Enquiry: What happened 
during the Great Fire and 
who was to blame? 
Enquiry: What significant 
thing happened in Saffron  
Walden in 1969 and how can 
we be sure?  
 

Enquiry:  Did Neil Armstrong 
walk on the moon and how 
can we be sure?  
 

Historical Concepts:  
Significant events 

Significant individuals  

Travel and exploration  

Historical Concepts:  
Significant events 

Significant individuals  

 

Historical Concepts:  
Monarchy  

Society  

Significant events 

Significant individuals  

 

Historical Concepts:  
Travel and exploration 

Significant events 

Significant individuals  

 



  Explore  

Explorer  

Expedition  

Significant  

Equipment  

Adventure  

Journey  

Conditions  

Achievements  

Memorable  

Rescue  

Survivor  

Wreckage   

Lighthouse  

 

Eye witness  

Indecisive  

Flammable  

Architecture  

Architecture  

Artefact   

Location  

 Astronaut  

Generation  

Module  

Lunar  

Voyage   

Pioneer  

Aviation  

Launch  

  

Year 

Three   

Enquiry:  

How did the lives of ancient  

Britons change during 

prehistory and how do we 

know?  

 

  Enquiry:  

What did the  

Romans ever do for us?   

Enquiry:  

Who was Boudicca and why do we 

remember her? 

Enquiry:  

Who were the Anglo Saxons and how 

do we know what was important to 

them?  

Historical Concepts:  
Food and farming  

Society  

 Historical Concepts:  
Conflict   

Travel and exploration 

Historical Concepts:  
Society 

Beliefs 

Shelter  
Migration  
Tools  
Technology  
Weapon Survive  
Survival  
Tribes  
Archelogy  
Archaeologist  
Develop  

 

 Army 

Citizen 

Conquer 

Government 

Invasion 

Leader 

Military 

Rebel 

Repress 

Retreat 

Society 

Soldier  

Warrior 

  

Christianity  
Religion  
Monotheism  
Kingdom  
Monarchy  
Settlement  
Pagen  
Burial  
Trials  
Law  
English   
Peasant  
Hierarchy  
Convert  
  

 



 

Year 

Four  

Enquiry: Why was the 
president of South Africa put 
in prison?  
 

Enquiry: Is there any 
evidence that the curse 
of the  
mummy’s tomb is real? 

 

Enquiry:  

What did the Tudors want from the rest 

of the world and how did they try to get 

it? 

Enquiry:  

What did the Vikings want 
and how did Alfred help to 
stop them getting it?  

 

Historical Concepts:  
Significant individuals 

Significant events 

Society  

Historical Concepts:  
Society  
Beliefs  
Food and farming  
  

Historical Concepts:  
Conflict   

Food and farming 

Travel and exploration   

Historical Concepts:  
Monarchy 

Travel and exploration  
  

Segregation  

Protest 
Tomb   
Burial   
After life  
Gods  
Archaeologist  
Artefacts  
Slave  
Ruler  
Irrigate  
Irrigation  
Ancient   
 

Slave  
Settlement  
Invade  
Invasion  
Agriculture  
Raid  
Navigate  
Navigation  
Pillage  
Oath   
Council   
Law 

 Exploration  
Explore  
Queen/King  
Wealth  
Navigate   
Privateer  
New World  
Maps  
Navy  
Americas  

Year Five   Enquiry:  

Why was Rosa Parks 

arrested for sitting on a bus?  

Enquiry: The story of the Trojan Horse: 

historical fact, legend or classical myth?  

Enquiry: Were the Victorians cruel to children?  

Historical Concepts:  
Society  

Conflict   

Historical Concepts:  
Society  

Significant individual  

Belief 

Historical Concepts:  
Society  

Monarchy   



 

Year Six  Enquiry:  

Why was winning The Battle of Britain in 1940 so important? 
Enquiry:  

How has Saffron Walden been affected by trade? 

Historical Concepts:  
Conflict  

Significant events 

Significant individuals   

Belief  

 

Historical Concepts:  
Food and farming 

Society  

Primary source  
Secondary source  
Archaeologist   
Democracy  
Myth  

Legend  
Tactics  
Hierarchy  
 

 Democracy 

Inequality 

Racism 

Slavery 

Boycott 

Discrimination  

Segregation  

Unconstitutional   

Jim Crows Law 

 

 Act  
Poverty  
Government  
Petition  
Lobbying  
Industrialisation  
Innovation  
Invention  
Progress  
Inequality   
Monarchy  

 



Territory  
Border  
Ideologies  
Propaganda  
Morale  
Victory  
Shelter  
Dictator  
Victory  
Rationing  
Persecute – persecution   
Declare - Declaration  
Conquer   
Surrender  
Evacuate  
Allies  
Resistance  
War  
Resolution  
 

Medieval  
Processed  
Market town  
Identify   
Character  
Parish  
Prosperity  
Authentic  
Distinctive  
Trade  
  

   


